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Lord Biſhop of St. Davids. 


HERE goes a Pamphlet 


broad, juſt publiſhed, in- 
DS TE ticuled, Inſtrufions to the 


Fe Right Reverend, Richard 
Ua Biſhop of St. Davids, 
FP = ty; by Jonathan Jones Eſq; 
The Conceitedneſs of the title in ſome mea- 
ſure ſhews the man, and what we may ex- 
pect from him. This Gentleman, it ſeems, 
thinks himſelf qualified to be a publick Inſtru- 
ctor, and to preſcribe to our Prelates. It is 
not meerly Liberty of Private Judgemen that 
* A 2 the 


2 Prelate has ied a Defence of Chri- 
ſtianity, begun and catried on with a profeſſed 
Defence of Perſecution, But where has this 
Gentleman learn'd- that th puniſhing of Bla- 
| ſphemy and Peopundigh, for or the _ exeeuting 
the Laws againſt Irreligion and Immorality, is 
Perſecution We have heard of Perſecution 
for. Religion, for Conſcience, for (Aruth.: But 
«what - means Perſecution for No. religion, Wo 
Conſcience, No Truth ? It is Proſecution certain- 
| Jy chat He means; only he has not bean uſed 
_ 40 ſpeak with the exactneſs of Pivines. I pals 

over a page and a half which are meer imperti- 
nence, and of no ſignificancy at all, but to ſhew 
how full the Writer is of himmſelf. He talks 
magiſtorially about the Biſhop's Style, as if he 
were a judge of it; looks down with contempt 
and .commiſeration upon kis .Lordſhip-; and 
with an air of Superiogity profeſſes hinfelf 
heartily * willing to ſet bim right % with more 
ſuch pert, puerile Inſultings, quite out of cha⸗ 
Fees and decency ; tay one would ke hich 
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Be, juſt laltr 
ed into che ſervice, dull af fue and meme, and 
wanting the Sedateneſs and Caution of the older, 
graver Infidels, Le would not offer this 
goorthy Prelate his bumble advice, he ay 7 
oitbout "bis ableft reaſons, and therefore, &c, e 
What a favour. Is it to have his advice, , Un 
#Hked, and his ableft rehm Tho : it is mighty 
es tig, and very condeſcending i in him, thus 
his Betters. His able AO now 


17 14 
We Vin their eder. * 
* ' O12 3550 1 wy 4 a Q 


= > ane | as 5 $9632, 71979 
ur Art rong thus : T. He" ” the Bika 
calli aloud upon the Royal authority t draw the 
Sword of Vengeance, - when. be ought to remember, 


that Prayers. and Tears are the ph wages af 
Church. Could any thing be more impe 
b T Thi 


nent, or captious, than this paragrap 
Biſhop did remember chat . and Tears 
were the only weapons of the Church. and 
therefore it was that He called for the weapons 
of the State, in a matter belonging to their 
cognizance. But this author, perhaps has 
blabbed out his wiſhes and expectations too 
ſoon, in ſuppoſing Us reduced to the laſt Re- 
fuge of Prayers and Tears, while, chere | ane 
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HE 7 (the Nad "wt have that. Reli. 
2 be maintain'd by fire and fword, which His 
| Great Maſter meant to eftabliſh in Meekneſs and 
Truth. +, His Great Maſter and ours, undoubt- | 
edly, never meant to make Converts by Fire 
and Sword, nor to force Belief upon Infidels: 
But He meant to leave the Ruling Powers of 
every State in the ſame condition as He found 
them 3 to be a terror to Evil-deers, and to exe- 
eute wrath upon ' them that do Evil. For che 
purpoſe, to correct thoſe that needleſsly and 
cauſeleſsly diſturb the Publick tranquility, to 
reſtrain thoſe that libel the Eſtabliſhed Reli- 
gion, without offering any better, or any equi- 
valent; to curb the inſolence, and humble the 
pride of ſuch as fly in the face of Authority. 
_ -and pretend, without Commiſſion or Qualifi- 
cations, to inſtruct, and, under that colour, 
to inſult their Superiors. Theſe and the like 
Miſdemeanours, ariſing from pride, and vani- 
ty, and a turbulent ſpi pirit, it concerns the Ma- 


giſtrates to take cognizance of, and to puniſh 
as the Laws direct. 
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4" mn, 
HE (the Biſhop) implores the vengeance of 
the Secular arm in the cauſe of that God, tobo bim- 
elf bas ſaid, Vengeance is mine, I will repay. ® 
And where can the Magiſtrate execute ven- 
geance better, than in the cauſe of that God 
who gave him commiſſion ſo to do, and who 
looks upon it as his vengeance when executed 
under him, and for him, by his Vicegerents. 
True, the text ſays, avenge not yourſelves: Nei- 
ther does the Magiſtrate, in executing wrath, 
avenge himſelf, but the Publick, which would 
otherwiſe ſuffer from unruly and turbulent men : 
And it was never thought or imagined by, any 
ſober and intelligent man, except this forward 
Inſtructor, that God had ſo confined all ven- 


geance to Himſelf, that he admitted no De- 
puties to act under Him. 


IV. 


And becauſe bis Lordſhip juſtly thought their 
Majeſties bad too much Diſcernment' and true Re- 
ligion, to perſecute (leg. proſecute) men for God's 
ſake, therefore He implores the Royal power to do 
ibis execution for bis own ſake.+F How free with 


Pag. 7. | + Pag. 8. 
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nee 
his Lordſhip and their Majeſties too ! and 
perfectly well qualified. to judge of their Di, 
rm: The! it may look a little too! fa- 
miliar towards their Mfujeſties, to meafure 
their Diſternment by his on, and to put 
Nanſenſe and Impertinence upon Sacred 
Royalty: I ſee nethung in the ſuggeſtion here 
againſt-the Biſhop, but dull malice, like the 
men, ſo obnoxious to the Laws proſecuted 
asd puniſhed- according to Law, for the 
ki. Majeſty's Perſon and Government, and the 
Good of the whole Kingdom. Eibelting Re- 
gion in fuch a way, as has been lately pra- 
Aiſed; if ſuſſtred to go on with impunity, 
may; leave Us neither Religion; nor Morals, 
nor Strength, apa; wn whe rel 
plorable confuſion. 


. 
* Todbip repreſents; that Government 
cannot. ſubſoſts if Religion" he taken away, becauſe 
of" the Divine reſtraint upon Human Hearts, i 
which He thinks: are-expefied' in vuin from Laws. | 1 
and- Motives mterlj Political Ins Poruſpip 
then ſhould inform Us how Government ſubſiſted | 
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They had Reſtrainis upon thei which they rand 
= 4; Divine, his Lardibip will then equaily advance 
— and Su perſtitian wwith True and Rav 
ina! religion ; from tubente it will follow, That 
the Worſhip of Falſe: gad, is of the ſame advan+ 
tage to the Higher powers as the Rehigion of Feſirs 
Chriſt, * Here obſerve; that this Author di- 
Wi rectly aſſerts, that all the People of the Earth, 
MM (Jews excepted) obeyed the Higher powers fram 
L, and Motives meerly Political. This is 
Wthoughtleſsly ſaid of Him, and more than he 
had need to have ſaid z only he has un- 
awares diſcovered his principles, and ſhewn 
that his Scheme is Atheiſm, A Dei would 
have ſaid that the Reſt of the World obeyed 
the Higher powers from Laws and Motives 
of Natural religion, which might ſeem a to- 
lerable anſwer to the Biſhop's argument for 
Paſinue. But this Gentleman ſays roundly, 
That they obeyed upon Motives meerly poli- 
tical; which tho' intirely falſe, yet repre- 
ſents. truly this Author's Scheme, Atheiſtn 
direct: For whoever believes a God, and x 
Providence (whick ſtand or fall together) does 
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not obey meerly upon Political motives. The 


Heathens, generally, did belie ve in one ſu- 


preme God, and in a Future ſtare of Eternal 
rewards and puniſhments; had a ſenſe of the 


Law of Nature, and Remains of ancient Tra- 


dition, and ſome Conſcience; and ſo by the 


ſtrength of thoſe Principles, tho* mixed with 


much Superſtition, Government was kept up 


and preſerved in the Heathen world; and not 


by Motives or Laws meerly political. I- 


rians, Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans, all had 


their reſpective Religions, and all equally ab- 
horred Irreligion. The Story of Diagoras and 
his Proſecution for Atheiſm will ſet this mat- 
ter in a clear light, I ſhall relate it in the 
words of the late learned Dean Prideaux ®, 

- « About this time, happened at Athens 
« the Condemnation of Diagoras the Melian. 
« He having ſettled in that city, and there 
« taught Atheiſm, the Athenians proſecuted 
« him for it. But by flying out of that 
&« Country, He eſcaped the puniſhment of 
« death, which was intended for him, altho* 
© not the Sentence. For the Athenians hay- 


ing in his Abſence condemned him for his 


„ Impious doctrine, did ſet a price upon his 
& Head, and decreed the reward of a Talent 
& to whoſoever ſhould kill him, whereſoever 
He ſhould be found, And about twenty 


* Connect. Vol. I. p. 323. 
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4% years: before; they had proceeded againſt: 
00 Protagoras, 1 Philoſopher, wich the 
<< like ſeverity, fo only doubting. of the 
« Being of a God, For, in the beginning 
«of one of his Books, He having written 
«thus, - OY the. Cad 1 know: nothing; neither 
e that. they are, nor that thiy ane not, for 
« there.ure many things that. Hinder; the blind. 
<c 3 of + our Underſtanding, : aud the ſhortneſs 
* of Human life. The / Athenians, would; not 
« endure ſo much as the: raiſing a doubt 
e about this matter, but calling in all his 
& books. by the Commonrcryers of the City, 
<« they cauſed them all publickly to be burnt 
« with infamy, and baniſhed the Author out 
& of their territories for ever. Both theſe - 


1 < had been the Scholars of Democritus the firſt 


66 founder of the Atomical Philoſophy, which 
& is indeed wholly an Acheiſtical Scheme. For 

« tho” it allows the Being of a God in name, 
e it takes it away in effect. For by denying 
* the Power of God to create the World, 

c and the Providence of God to govern the 
« World, and the Juſtice of God to Judge 

& the World, they do the ſame in effect as 
« if they had denied his Being. But this 
<« they durſt not openly do even among the 
„ Heathens for fear of puniſhment ; the 
greater ſhame is. it to Us, who in a Chriſtian 
£< State permit ſo many impious- wretches to 
8 do this amongſt Us, with a free Liberty 
B 2 and 


———— —_ 
4 
— ——— - 4 2 
_— * 
— — - 


2 2 
— — 
— 5 " 
- 
way 2 
123 Jo 
A 


* ſi 


— — — — — „ 
* 1 r — ED 
*- Ae) Y x _ =Y 2 

5 af n 8 ” 


at ths * 
— — — Res 
— - - : 
d. — 
LS —— — 


- = 0 - ö - 
- 3 — — — _ x > AY ; 
N 4 Tak 4 
TY 5 C4 N — — — * TY 22 
-_ - —- Att ———— ² ——— zp— wo —— — ——U— — 


I eg 0 Fes whether 
yu Heathen nations went upon Motives meer 
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bock Protogoves and-Diagoras wa: their d 


poſture and Super flition, with True and Rational 


ly political. The true ground of condem je 


ing a Tiosof tene Conſeience, by deny- 
wg, or doubting of} che Being of a God, and 
endeavouring to poiſon the minds of he Peo- 
ple wich ſuch their Atheiſtical Scheme, or 
Schemes. Cicero in à few words may 6dr 
derftood- to ſpeak thei ſcale” of all the wiſcr 
t of the Heathen World, If we tate away 
gion torvards the Gods, I queſtion whether Mu- 
tual truft, and Hamas folie), und that moſt 
encellent virtue, Fnſtice, will not fikewiſe be de- 
ow + a little above of Religion 

and Sanctity, He ſays, If we hoſe the/e, the Con- 
ſequence will bs, Dh in be and rat Con- 
& 1 5 


dur Gin bos die told is equally advancing "Im- 


* 15 ſt is ndeee Shi that. ich 


2 Xo Mud tele » an plotata . 6 Gable, Fides ; 
etiam, & Societas humani generis, & una exeellentiſima 
virus, Just. tollatur. 

Ci. 4 Nat: Derr. Ib. f. 7. 4. 

* Qyibus ſublatis perturtaga vie wand & might | 
confuſio. 4 1 
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mixt, | 
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| mixt, inperfect Religion, is better than none, 


preferable to our Author's No- religion, or 
1 It was uſeful to preſerve Govern- 

ment 25 well as the Chriſtian religion is, but 
not /o much as the Chriſtian religion is, which 
i cient w ate 44 this Ayrhoi's childith 


Playing upon the word equatly,” Te was of ad- 


great advantage: ' Becauſe: 40 Religion what- 
ſoever in ſo pure, or ſo petccable as the 
Religion of Chrift, or ſo well fitted to pre: 

ſervt a conſtant and conſcientious Obedience 


th me Higher powers. 


Rind eld al gee 2 24 

* Lende Would huve the PAR Bl Sve 
reign, ceaſe to he Father of bis People, that Hz 
— Dgfender of the Faith.*. No ſure} 


But he deſires, his Majeſty 'may ever contitujs 


Defender of the Faith, that ſo He may ever 


continue a true Father of his People. - But He 
goes ,0N..—And, implores Him to renounce bit 


proteBion, which is ogually due to the Subjet?, &ce. 
Croſs purpoſes again. His Lordſhip only begs 
that His Majeſty may protect his beſt and 


moſt religious Subjects, by curbing and Pur 


ſome of the worſt, I ſhall give the 
picture of Infidels and Infidelity, in the words 
of the excellent Pr. I. Barrow +, 

* Pag. 


g. 9. 
+ Barrow's & ol. lity, p. 10. 
ow's Serm. V 1 The 
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% Mind, all. Juſtice in Dealing, all Security 


86 ſelf, + a Fiend to each other; ſo that ne- 


L 4 1 

e The Naughtineſs of Infidelity will appear 
«, by conſidering its effects and | conſequences, 
«which are plainly a ſpawn of all Vices and 
66. Villanies, a deluge 'of all : miſchiefs and 
5 :outrages upon the Earth) Qur Faith being 
<. removed, together with it all Conſcience go 
<« eth, ho virtye can remain: all Sobriety of 


« in Converſation: ard packed away. Nothing 
10 reſteth to encourage Men to any Good, or 
ic reſtrain them from any Evil; all Hopes | 
<« reward from God, all fears of puniſhment 
from him being diſcarded:; No principle. 
46 or rule of practice is left, beſides brutiſh 
80 Senſuality, fond Selt-love, Private intereſt, _ 
e in their- higheſt pitch, without any bound 
«or curb ; which therefore will diſpoſe Men . 

*<. to do nothing but to pr upon Br & we? | 
55 with all cruel violence 25 baſe treacher | 
56. Every: Man thence willt-be à God to him m» 


« ceſfarily the World will thence be turned 
into a Chaos and a Hell, full of Iniquity 
t and Impurity, of Spirit and Rage, of Mi- 
55. ſery and Torment.“ ES AN 
The Inſtructor adds hit He (the Biſhop) 
defires, to the end that ' His Majeſty may perſe. 
cute incredulous Men, and force them, againſt 
their conſent, to become Orthodox Believers.* Nor 


Pag, 9. | 
one 
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whe word of Truth. What is deſired is, that 
petulant, blaſpheming, Libellers may be pro- 
ſecured according to Law; may be forced, a- 
gainſt their will, to become modeſt, quiet, 
inoffenſive, and may no longer fly in the face 
of the Eſtabliſhment, and defy all Laws fa- 
cred, and civil. | 


VIL 

His Lordſhip repreſents the King's title to 
the Crown as founded on the Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianity, when he knows that it proceeded from 
Principles of Liberty, and bas bimſelf ſworn, by 
the Oath of Supremacy, that the King is entirely 
independent on the Church, * The Laws of the 
Land |}, I think, require, That whoſoever 
% ſhall ſucceed to the Crown of Great Bri- 
c tain ſhall join in Communion with the 
« Eſtabliſhed Church of England? From 
whence, I ſuppoſe, the Biſhop infers, and 
very juſtly, that His Majeſty's title is, in 
part, founded on the Profeſſion of Chriſti- 
anity 3, becauſe He conceives that a man can- 
not profeſs the Proteſtant Eſtabliſhed Religion, 
but he muſt at the ſame time profeſs the 
Chriſtian. I ſee no flaw in this Reaſoning (of 
the Biſhop), but this Author ſays, + I pro- 
ceeded from the Principles of Liberty, And what if 


* Pag. 9. (| Annz 40 + Pag. 10. 
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Was there therefore any Liberty left to pro- 


| fels another Religion, or to profeſs none? 


The Legiſlature undoubtedly conſidered how 
neceſſary it wauld be to the Happineſs of theſe 


Nations, and the Security alſo of the Crown, 


that Prince and People ſhould profeſs the ſame | 
Faith, and join in the ſame Worſhip, as by 
Law eſtabliſhed, and by Cuftom confirmed. 
And Common ſenſe muſt tell Us, that a Prince 
of no Religion, (as this Writer would have) a 


Profefſed Favourer of Atheiſm or Infidelity, 


at the Head of a Religious People, would be as 
great an abſurdity and incongruity, as a Popiſb 
Prince over a Proteftant Kingdom. The Chri- 
ſtian Religion, as_ profeſſed by our Church, 
provides beſt, both for the ſupport of the 
Crown, and Liberty of the Subject; and fo 
upon the principles of Het, were there no- 
thing elſe, Trreligion, as leading to the moſt 


abject Slavery both of Prince and People, 


ought to be excluded. But the Biſhop * 
bas himſelf ſworn, that the King is entirely inde- 
pendent of the Church; is ſupreme Moderator 
and Governour, He means: And what has 
this to do with the point in debate? The 
King is not the leſs Supreme i in this Church 
for proſeſſing to join in Communion with it. 
For I ſuppoſe, his deſerting the Church or pro- 
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Kefitdy to join wich none, would not make him 
more 15 Head of the Church than before, or 
at all Wader his nnn e 1 
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Clamour, that they who implore the Secular arm 
apain}t Infidels are Friends of Perſecution.+ I ne- 
ver heard before of any ſuch popular Clamour :. 
There is a groundleſs, idle Clamour of that 
kind, raiſed by an handful of Men, in com- 
pariſon, whom the moſt and beſt of the People 
abhor, and deteſt. Some few'perverſe, con- 
Wcecited Men would have a juſt Proſecution for Tr- 
religion, Blaſphemy, and Turbulency, called 
Perſecution z and they are ſingular in it: This 
is all I know of à Popular clamour. But let 
Us hear this Writer in what follows, His Lord- 
7 /ays, there is a real difference between Argu- 
ent and Buſfoonery. His Lordſhip is much in 
che right; as alſo that Licentious invectives againſt 
the Founders of our Religion, and the Miracles 
which confirm the Truth of it, are no part of the 
Liberties of a Chriſtian Nation. His Lordſhip's 
Obſervation is a very juſt one, and unqueſti- 
onably true. But his Inſtructor here, inſtead 
of replying, diverts himſelf a while about 


+ Pag. 8. 
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tu | 
oder Zefferie,,,* to run off. from an Argu- 
ment which he cannot anſwer. When his 
Merriment is over, He then puts on another 
Air; an Air of importance. I think it an 
inſult upon the Britiſh Nation, that any Biſhop or 
Church- Man whatſoever ſhould dare to preſeribe 
Us Laws, or limit bur Liberty. A Proceeding 
like this would have incurr'd an impeachment in 
former times, Archbifbop Laud was brought 10 
he Scaffold, for affences much. leſi injurious to his 
Country. f This is threatning language. This 
Gentleman has forgot himſelf: He undertook 
to jx/tru the Biſhop, and He docs not conſi- 
yon that Threatning is not proper for Ins 
ſiruion, tho it might be for Correfios. E 
yery Reader may not perceive the true mean- 
ing of all this Paſſion and Bluſter ; and there- 
fore it is praper I ſhauld whiſper hirn a S& 
cret ; chat this able Reaſoner is here perfectly 
gravelled, and has not one pertinent word to 
reply to the Biſhop's Argument: Such is the 
force of Truth and Reaſon, that it very 
Gerceſt appaſers are obliged t9 4 ſubmit to it, 

and can only bite the chains, which they can- 
not get rid of, Who is it now, that poorly ans 
fwers ? The Queſtion was; whether Libelling | 
the Founder of our Religion, and Blaſphem- 
* Pag. 10. We "+ Pag. 19. 


is no fitange thibg in a Man that can d. 
Heaven, and blaſpheme Omnipotence: But 


ſphemes. He goes 
"Queſtion, becauſe he fers Where He is pitich- 


quali ified to fay, what Liberties belong to the Ne- 
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ing his Miracles, are any part of the Liberties 
of a Chriſtian Nation? The Law is the Rule 
and the Boundary of the Subjedts Liberty: 
and the Lm has abſolutely precluded all ſuch 
profane LitentiouſneS, The Biſhop ipeaks with 
the Law, and this Getitlethad threatens Him 
with As and Sraffold + agaltift Law. 


yer it comes very oddly from one that is plead- 
ing on the fide of Mercy, and for the Liberties 
of Mankind; and who perhaps bas alreatly for- 
feited the protection of che Laws, and 'owes 
his Liberty and all that he enjvys to the Lenlty 
of the Government, and to the Gentleneſd of 
that very Religion which He inſults and bla- 
on wandering from the 


ed. be great Countil of thi Nation are only 


Hon. True, in points undetermined by Law: 
But in Things which have been long legally 


fixt and determined, the Great Council of the 


Nation ſpeaks by the Standing Laws; which 


are the Meaſure of the Subjects Liberties, till 
repealed. by the ſame n that gave 


them, 
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them application of particular: Prelates ſhews 
bat Spirit they are of. As to che Proſecu- 
tion carried on againſt Mr. Moolſton, if the 
poor man be in his Senſes, it is certainly right. 
Thoſe that proſecute Him, no doubt, judge 
him to be ſo. And if it be at the application of 
particular Prelates, as this Writer Favs, F (of 
which I know nothing) as they alſo take Him 
to be in his Senſes, they do no more than 'is 
their duty to do: Aung Uwes, ws | conceive, 
from à true Chriſtian ' and Apoſtolical 
tender of the Intereſts of our moſt holy R 
gion, zealous for the Glory of God, and the 
Good of Souls, watchful againſt Deceivers 
and ravening Wolves, that tear the Flock of 
Chriſt, and continually walk. about, ſeeking - 
whom they may devour. It is a gtoſs miſtake 
'to imagine that Proſecuting Offenders in a 
Legal way, has any thing at all of an ill Spi 
in it; fince it is the Kindelt and heſt Nature 
office that can be, when there is 2 neceſſity 
For it. T0 neglect i it, at fuch times, is to ex- 
poſe the Beſt men to the Infults and Oppreſ. 
Bons of the Worſt, and is indeed II- natufe and 
Cruelty to the Publick, which is the greateſ | 
Crucity a man can be guilty of. : 
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ce he puniſhable by Common Law, becauſe 
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Wey baue lie Sincerity when they declaim 4 
gainſt 25% Free Uſe of Irony and Ridicule, in con- 
tradiſtindiion to tbe Liberty of ſerious Argument, be- 
'cauſe the Judgment which they. ſolicited and obtained 
in. Weſtminſter-hall i vim, mt” © 
. «Chaiſtianity being part of the Conj- 
ec mon Law of England, all Attempts ta 
« ſubhert 02 overthyow Chyiſtianity, muſt 


« they tend to oberthzow the Common 
„ Law, 

, by this tee all Seen be 
Chriſtianity, whether ſerious or ludicrous, are 
equally attempts to ſubvert Chriſtianity and conſe- | 
quently tu be puniſhyd alike by Common Law. + 1 
admit the premiſes according to the Determina- 
ion of the Judges, and the Inference alſo which 
this Writer draws. from them; namely, that 
Arguments againſt Chriſtianity, be they ſe- 
rious or ludicrous, are indifferently, (not al- 
ways in. the ſame degree, or with the ſame 
guiltineſs) attempts to ſybvert Chriſtianity, 
and are conſequently to be pyniſhed, accord- 
ing to the degree of their Malignity, one as 
well as the other. Iſce what Fallacy this Author 
is aiming at, in Nee and alte: * f 


I. Peg 11, # Pap 14, 


him 
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Wa ten dat the fame thing z and ſo it is 
enough now to have jult mentioned it. As to 
Pony and Ridicule, they are either good or 
bad, according as they are properly or impro- 
petly employed, . When they are uſed in 3 
right manner, at a right time, and to 
purpoſes, the uſe of them i is good, juſt as the 
uſe of Wine, or Feaſts, or any other in- 
different things : Hut when inſtead of yell 
ang them, chey are abuſed' or miſemployed, 
40 ſerve the ends of Pride, . affion,,, Vanity, 
IN, Atheiſm, &t, „Then the uſe of 

em is ba 

Thoſe that have particulazly condemacd the 
| — of Irony and Ridicule.in the Cauſe of Pro- 
Phaneneſs, on againſt Chriſtianity, did not, I 
preſume, intend altogether to acquit even 
ſerious Arguments, in the ſame Cauſe, 4 
blame: If they did, I muſt take leave to diſ- 
ſent ftom them. Sobrdut ncttiſtt ad evertendain 
"Rempttblicam, is no commendable Character; 
fuch a perſon, in ſome circutnſtarices, may bea 
more dangerous, and a more deteſtable Man, 
than : a Joker: or a Buffoen chat aims at the fame 
Thing. But, 1 ſuppoſe, what ſome. e e 
and very worthy perſons meant, in f. 
more favourably of ſober Reaſoning, i was 
chiefly with a view to ather Controverſies, 
Where 


o 
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where ſome part of Chriſtianity only, and not 
the whole is firack at, and where a muck 
greater tenderneſũ may reafonably be allowed . 
than to profeſſed Infidels. Or if they had not 
that in view, they might not perhaps rg 
ly diftinguiſh between the General caſe, 
this Particular. - A ludicrous way of Writing, 
generally ſpeaking, betrays a greater Malig- 
nity, as ſhewing that Men are advanced to the 
ſeat of the Scorner. Beſides that, in that way, 
there is leſs colour or pretence for Conſcience, 
which is a plea that the Laws have juſtly in- 
dulged : For however a Man may ſometimes, 
with a tolerable Grace, plead Conſcience for a 
Modeft oppoſition to ſome things eſtabliſhed, 
yet he can never with any face pretend he is 
indeſpenſibly obliged to lampoon an Eſtabliſh- 
ment, or to make Ballads upon it. I may add 
farther, that Childiſh Levity, Frothineſs, and 
Buffoonery, ſhew little or nothing of a ſerious 


regard to Truth, and therefore leaſt of all de- 


ſerve any favour ar indulgence. To ſay all 
in a few words; in many Cafes, a ludicrous 
Manner of oppoſing received Doctrines, may 


deſerve cenſure, where a modeſt and ſerious 
Oppoſition might be excuſable. But in ſome 
of greater importance, neither ſerious nor lu- 
dicrous ought to be endured: And one of 
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tendency of a Thing; the other of the Acci- 


_ hanged for rebelling, and He muſt take it as 


— a Ul 


2s © F abbey 
theſe Caſes is, when any perſons endeavour to 
to poiſon the Minds of the people with A+ 


Be the poiſon ever ſo ſoberly adminiſtred, it 
is poiſon ſtill, and will do miſchief, more or 
leſs in any vehicle whatever, But to proceed. 


KI. 


Obſerve, what an Eſſential Difference there is 
between the Judgment of the Law, and the Lord 
Biſbop of London: One ſays, ' whatever denies 
the Truth of Chriſtianity, tends to ſubvert it 1 
while the other maintains, and does verily believe, 
the more freely it is diſcuſſed, the more firmly it 
will ſtand. The Judgment of the Law and 
the Judgment of the.Biſhop may both be very 
right, and very conſiſtent with each other: 
For the one ſpeaks of the Natural and General 


dental effect. I hope, it may be ſaid without 
offence, that Rebellion often ſerves accidentally 
to ſtrengthen a Government, while it's Natu- 
ral or General tendency is deſtructive of it. 
For which reaſon a Rebel, though accidental- 
ly ſerviceable to the Crown, yet deſerves to be 


a Favour if, after He is caught, he eſcapes 
the Gallows, 5 
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Ii is not the puniſhment of Buffoonery that men | 
of ſenſe oppoſe: But they can never approve 4 
Judgment, "which if carried into a Precedent, muff 
he a total reftraint upon all Religious Inquiries, 
and all Arguments in general on any Subject, obe- 
ber pleaſant or grave. As to his men of ſenſe 
nd their approving or diſapproving; it mat- 
ers not. Their ſenſe, one may be ſure, is of 
pitch wich his own, and we have ſeen what 
hat is: And as they are parties in this Caſe, 
heir judgment is corrupt and byaſſed. But as 
his Plea, that all Religious Inquiries will be 
WE ſtrained, He ſhould have ſaid Irreligious, 
rhich is quite the contrary, and alters the 
hole ſtate of the Argument. For he muſt 
ot bear us in hand, that Libelling Chriſt 
clus, flouting his Miracles, running riot a- 
zainſt Both Teſtaments, and poiſoning the 
inds of the People, can e under the ſoft 
ame of Religious Inquiries. er Inquiries do 
ot ſatisfy theſe Gentlemen, but they deal a- 
broad their inſtructions, obtruding themſelves 
s Guides, liſting Proſelytes, and forming a 
ed; which is ſomething more than making 
Wnquiric. However, there is Field large 
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enough left for Religious Tuquiries within the 
bounds of Decency, and without falling foul 
upon all Revealed religion. But the Fault 
lies in their Ignorance, or their Ill taſte, 
They know nothing or reliſh nothing of the 
many innocent, uſeful Inquiries, within the Wl 
compaſs of Theology, which are agreeable i 
entertainment to Wiſe men and Scholars, 
and where there is room enough for a Lati- 
tude of Thought. It is a glorious Liberty 
which we Engliſhmen enjoy, as it ſtands bound- 
ed by Law: And we have Good reaſon to 
thank God for it, and to wiſh it may never Wl 
be abridged. But He that aſks more, wea- 
kens our Securities, and endangers what we 1 
have, and paves the way for Slavery and Bon- 
dage; whether it be Popery, or Prevailing In- 
fidelity, that this Outrage and Licentiouſneſs 
ſhould ar length conclude in, the Tyranny of i 
either would be unſupportable, and our valu- 
able Liberties would expire. As to the Ty- 
ranny of Popers, it is out of queſtion; and, i 
I think, as little doubt can be made of the 
other. Do but imagine all Fear of God diſ-W 
carded, Conſcience and the Expectation of 
Future reckoning thrown off, and thereupon 
every wild Paſſion let looſe z and every jut | 
excited, and what could be further added trol 

make 


C271 
make an Hell upon Earth? It is a pretty #- 
muſement for theſe Gentlemen to be drawing 
Infidel ſchemes, while they fit ſecure by the 
Prevalence of Religion ſtill remaining amongſt 
s: But if once their Schemes were to pre- 
rail, and become general, they would ſoon 
5 | nd, that they themſelves would no longer 
Wave liberty, or leiſure to fit down to write 
cher in favour of Infidelity or againſt it. 


XIII. 


When any of my Lords the Biſhops do thus 
lare againſt Perſecution, whilſt they are carry- 
on Proſecution or when they declare for Li- 
y, whilſt they thus ſolicit ſuch a general Re- 
aint all Good Chriſtians are bighly concerned 
Wd deeply affected, and they have a due ſenſe of 
at unblemiſhed Integrity, and inviolated Sin- 
ty which ought even to accompany the Epiſ- 
al Charafter. T Grave Banter, and con- 
ptible Grimace ! As if this Writer or his 
lan knew any thing of Good Chriſtians, or 
ould regard their Sentiments if they did: 
en their profeſſed deſign is (if they could 
fect it) that there ſhould not be one Good 
briſtian, nor ſo much as a Chriſtian left in 


1 

; 

; 
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the Kingdom. As co the difference W 
Perſecution and Proſecution, enough hath been 
ſaid above, whither I refer the Reader. 
HBP © © ER 71 
His Lordſhip muintains, that Infidels, who hate 
| Superſtition muſt naturally favour the Pope: And 
that becauſe they declaim againſt all ſort of Super- 
ſtition therefore: they muſt approve the worſt: ſort 1 
namely the Roman Catholick Religion, F This 
is Miſrepreſentation. I am confident, that His 
Lordſhip has no ſuſpicion of their favouring, 
either the Popiſh, or any Religion. But wiſer 
men than they have been made Dupes of i 
And it is demonſtrable, and has often. been 
demonſtrated, that they are really doing their] I 
dirty work for the Papiſts, whether they knowl 
it or no. A Nation of Atheiſts or Infideld 1 
never was, never will be: But when they | 4 
ſhall bave ſhattered the Fences, and broken 
down the Barrier, which is the Eſtabliſhed 1 
church, Popery will flow in, like a torrent upon 
Vs, This conſequence is very plain, but nol 
altogether ſo plain as the Being of a God . 
and a Providence, or as the Truth of Chi 
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ſtianity, or of Human liberty, Moral virtue, 
or 2. Future reckoning; ſo that it is very 
poſſible that they who are blind in ſo many 
other reſpects, may be here blind alſo. 


XV. 


And as He could not wholly deny his good 
liking of Perſecution, yet to ſoften that terrify- 
ing word, His Lordſhip will bave it to be only 
nominal in England, while he allows it to be 
real in the Church of Rome. "Thus Fire and 
Faggot are real Perſecution, but Pillory, Fine, 
and Impriſonment are only nominal. This a- 
gain is malicious perverting the Biſhop's ſenſe, 
and groſsly abuſing the Reader. His Lord- 
ſhip-juſtly ſuppoſes the Legal penalties to be 
no Perſecution, or. Perſecution. falſely ſo call- 
ed. The Preſion Rebels might have called 
it Perſecution when they were puniſhed; and 
with more colour of Reaſon, becauſe many 
of them might act upon Conſcience, miſin- 
formed. But the Teachers of Infidelity are 
plainly Diſturbers of the Publick peace, and 
have no pretence at all to Conſcience, in do- 
ing it. Tis not the gentleneſs of the Pe- 
nalty, as being Pillory and Fine, (rather 
than Fire and Faggot) that makes our Le- 
gal penalties in this Caſe no Perſecution: 


9 Pag. 14. 


But 
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But i is that the Penalties are juſt, and that 
Infidel Teachers are grievous offender; both 
againſt Church and State, 


XVI. 


His Lordſhip would make Her Majeſty's learn- 
ing to preſide in the Debate between His Lord- 
ſhip and Woolſton, though the Royal autbority 
is implored to prejudge the controverſy, which is 
an infult to Her High underſtanding, and a 
Mockery of ber Illuſtrious perſon ; for He afts 
that Judgment from her knowledge, which is be- 
fore hand awarded by ber Power. This 
Gentleman is miſtaken if he imagines thax 
Her Majeſty was deſired to judge whether 
Chriſtianity or Infidelity ought to have the 
reference with Her. That would, indeed, 
an inſult to Her High underſtanding, and a 
Mockery to Her Illuſtrious perſon, to ſuppoſe that 
She could have a thought towards Infidelity, 
or entertain any doubt of the Truths of 
Chriſtianity. But the Diſpute was laid be- 
fore Her Majeſty to apprize Her of the 
folly, madneſs, wickedneſs, and outragiouſ- 
neſs of the Inſults made upon Religion, that 
ſo her Royal wiſdom might judge of them, 


and of the neceſlity of ſuppreſſing them, 
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The Quem Wh undoubtedly reliſh bis D- 
Frine very ill, if we confider Her frequent and 
pious Interpoſitions, at Foreign courts, in be- 
half of unhappy Men diſtreſſed for their Reli. 
gious opinions, * Revery and Chicane! What 
becauſe the Queen has a tenderneſs for men 
of True religion, therefore She muſt have the 
like for men of No religion! becauſe She 
ſupports thoſe that maintain the Chriſtian 
Faith, therefore She muſt ſupport thoſe that 
oppoſe and overthro it! becauſe She fa- 
yours innocent, honeſt men, therefore She 
muſt of courſe favour evil men and delin- 
quents z which is juſt as much Senſe and as 

Logick, as if it were ſaid, becauſe 
She loves thoſe that love their King and 
Country, therefore She muſt of conſequence 
love Traitors or Rebels Is there not as wide 
a difference as poſſible in the caſes, inſomuch 
that the inference from the premiſes is the 
very reverſe of what this Writer draws from 
them, For if we conſider her frequent and 
pious inter poſitions abroad in behalf of unhappy 
men there, becauſe they profeſs the True 
Chriſtian and Proteſtant religion, how is 


it poſſible She ſhould interpoſe in behalf of 


* Pag. 16. Hödl 


bs, 1” Oy 
Infidels at home, who are deſtroying that very 
Religion which theſe diſtreſſed Foreigners 
maintain? Would not that be pulling down 
with. one hand what She builds up with the 
other? Inſolent affront to Majeſty, and un- 
pardonable, if it were not contemptible. I 
know, the party are perpetually harping up- 
on it, that Chriſt and his apoſtles, and, our 
firſt Reformers, oppoſed Eſtabliſhments. They 
did ſo, and they had good cauſe for doing 
it. They diſturbed the peace of the World, 
but they had an equivalent to offer, , and 
made Us -more than ſufficient amends for 
it: Otherwiſe their attempts had been ir- 
regular, and unjuſtifiable ; , and they had 
died Impoſtors and Rioters, and not Martyrs. 
But what equivalent do theſe Gentlemen of- 
fer Us for diſturbing the peace of the World? 
Rewards in Heaven? They believe no ſuch 
thing z or if they do, what Rewards are we 
to have for Infidelity or, Irreligion? Oh but 
they give us Truth, No but it was the 
Primitive Martyrs, and the Reformers that 
gave Us Truth; elſe why are they appealed 
to as examples? If our New Doctors are 
in the True ſcheme then the Primitive 
Martyrs and our Reformers diſturbed the 
peace of the World for no good end, for 
Error only and Miſchief, and for the De- 
ception of Mankind, and are no precedents 


to follow. Either therefore condemn them 
| bor _. 


K. . 7 

for cauſeleſily diſturbing the World, ar 
then appeal thither for precedents : or if they 
did well, then theſe Men, who teach direct- 
ly contrary, do , amiſs, and can claim no 
countenance from their examples, 

XVIII. 


Weir (the Indians) preſent condition is a much 
more eligible State than Converſion on any ſuch 
terms, for all men had better be Savages than 
Slaves ; and whilſt Chriſtianity by the Cruelties 
of wicked Men is againſt Liberty and Happi- 
neſs, it bas but a poor recommendation to Fa- 
vour and Eſteem, ® On the contrary, it would 
be to very little purpoſe to endeavour the 
Converſion of the Indians, if every Apoſtate 
Chriſtian ſhall be ſuffered to publiſh ſcan- 
. dalous Libels againſt Chriſtianity, to flout 
its Founder, to ſptead lies and ſlanders 
of Him and his Miracles, to miſrepreſent 
his Doctrine and to throw all the mali- 
cious reflections, they can invent upon it, 
to hinder honeſt and well meaning Men 
from looking into ic, or from ſeeing the 
Truth. Such Conduct, is wicked and im- 
moral, and falls unde the Correction of the 
Magiſtrate, as much as any other Cheat or 
Impoſture. There can be no True liberty, 
where ſuch Licentiouſneſs is ſuffered with Im- 
dunity. This is part of the Savageneſs of 
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Corrupt Nature, and, is. a Contradiction to 
Modeſty, Civility, Humanity, and to every 
other Virtue that can preſerve Society and 
make Mankind happy. Not to mention what 
has been before hinted, that to ſeduce men 
to Infidelity is making them Slaves to every 

Luſt, Paſſion, and Folly imaginable; and 
what is more, it makes them Tygers and 
Cannibals to each other, while there is nei- 
ther fear of God, nor Conſcience, nor Fu- 
ture account to reſtrain them, Where every 
Man is a Tyrant, or diſpoſed to be fo, Sla- 
very is inevitable, and the moſt dreadful 
Slavery that can be imagined. Yet theſe 
are the Men that talk, as they love to talk 
idly, of the Liberties of Mankind. 

XIX. | 

If every man by Law ought to believe, 
what neceſſity have they for Doctors to Convert 
them? * We are not talking of Forcing 
| Belief upon any Man, but of reprefling In- 
ſults and Petulance againſt the Religion 
Eſtabliſhed ; of Correcting their conceited- 
[neſs and arrogance in not being content 
to enjoy their Opinions to themſelves, but 
ſtriving to impoſe their Irreligion, Blaſ- 
phemy, and Prophaneneſs upon all Men's 
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which in reality is perſecuting the Eſtabliſh- 
ment, and perſecuting the Truth, 
Enough has been ſaid in anſwer to the In- 
troduction. There follows a mock Dedica- 
tion to the Queen, a boyiſh performance, 
and thrown in, I ſuppoſe, to oblige the 
Bookſeller. What is Arguinental in it, has 
been conſidered, the other Traſh is below 
notice. All I ſhall obſerve of it is, that 
beſides the ludicrous, unmannerly inſult up- 
on a venerable Prelate, and Lord of Parlia- 
ment, there is a Breach of Duty and De- 
cency in making ſo free with Majeſty, in 
one continued ſtraim of Flam and Banter, 
which muſt give great offence to as many as 
have any Reverence for Crowned Heads: 
Such Fooling, if not properly animadverted 
upon, and ſeaſonably ſuppreſſed, may arrive 
£0 a greater Height, and be attended with 
There is one Objection, not mentioned 
in the Book itſelf, but in the mock Dedica- 
tion, which upon ſecond Thoughts, I have 
a mind to take notice of, for the inſulting 
manner wherewith it is urged, and not ' for 
its ſtrength, pertinence, or ingenuity, . The 
Author thus words i it.“ For, Madam (ſpeak- 
ing to Queen) They are ſo far from Truſting 
in their Arguments RY for C * that 
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| feftually to deter all men from anſwering them : 


L 36 J | 
even, whey they offer them, an at 


whilft they implore the Civil Magiſtrate io ſheath 


the Sword of Vengeance in the Heart of Religious 


Liberty, &c. But let it be conſidered, 
any Man were to write a his Majeſty' x 
Title to the Crown (as theſe Men write a- 
gainſt our Bleſſed Lord's Title to the Meſ- 
Gah-ſhip) whether it would be thought diſturb» 
ing His Majeſty's Right, or the Arguments 
by which it is defended, to have the Traitor 
2 according to his Deſerts. Or ſup» 
por e a Miniſter of State, or Peer of the 
ealm, had been traduced by Lies and 


| Slanders, would it argue any Diſtruſt in his 
Qauſe or Character, if beſides a Written Vin- 


dication of Himſelf and Confutation of the 
Libel, He ſhould further demand to have 
the Libeller puniſhed as. the Law. direct? 
A Vindication in ſuch- Caſes may be of .Uſe 
to undecive thoſe that have been impoſed 
upon by miſreport; but perhaps may neither 
ſpread ſo faſt, nor ſo far as the Calumny 
had done, or at leaſt will be ſhort of Re- 
paration even for the time preſent; and as 
to the time to come, the Libeller if He is 
impudent and inſolent (as undoubtedly He 
will be, if not awed by Penalties;) may im- 
mediately repeat the ſame Calumnies, or in- 


vent New ones; or if he does not, Other: 


may, and probably will, while encouraged 
= by 


_ though, a. Vindication, be ever ſo full and 


min hand; 


Logick, eſpecially in 2 Cauſe ſo wretched 


K 7 
dy the Impunitp of the frſt Libeller. So that 


ſatisfatory, it mer be farther neceſſary to 
puniſh Offenders, in order to prevent their 


tepeating the Offence, and to 5 _— 


from following their Example. | 

Now to apply this [Reaſoning Tr point 
This Gentleman may pleaſe to 
know chat the Defenders of Chriſtianity have 


no diſtruſt at all in their Arguments, or 


Replies, nor any great Idea of the Adverſe 
Party, either as to their Learning, or their 


and deſpicable : Let He is ſo far right, 
that : thoſe who. proſecute Infidels, do diſ- 
cover 2 Diſiryft, (for every Puniſhment is a 
kind of Caveat, ' and (implies Diſtruſt) tha“ 
nothing like to what He vainhy imagines ; 
but the meaning of it is, 1. That be their 


Arguments or Replies ever ſo full and un- 


anſwerable, yet poſſibly they may not ſpread 
faſt enough, or far enough, to undo the 


MNiſchiefs which Infidels have been doing, 


2, That if they could get over that Suſpi- 
cion, yet they can by no means truſt in 
the Honeſty, Good ſenſe, or Modeſty of In- 
fidels, who, if they eſcape with Impunity, will 
preſently renew the ſame wicked Calumnies, 
avg eee before: dae, Argu- 
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ments are feeble Artillery Again Inſult: and 


tho“ they want no' ſtrength proper to them, 
yet they will no more ſtop a Lying tongue, 
or Scolding pen, than put by a Sword, or 


turn off a Bullet. g. They can have no well 


grounded Aſſurance as to other perſons, but 
that they, at leaſt, may revive the ſame 
Calumnies, or invent greater, if not deterred 


by ſome exemplary Severities 4. They can- 
not altogether truſt to the Ingenuity, At- 


tention, or Impartiality of ſeveral Readers, 
and therefore they think it by no means 
proper, that Libels againſt Chriſtianity. ſhould 
be thrown among them, tho* Anſwers alſo 
Mould be immediately ſent after them: For 
where a Conſtitution is infirm, the Antidote 
may be inſufficient to expel the Poiſqn, 3g. 
They think, it would be- tedious, © Bier 
and endleſs; to permit every ignorant imper- 
tinent Diſputant to pelt Chriftianity- and im- 
poſe upon Weak readers, only that Wiſer, 
and Good men, who could emply their time 
better, may be conſtantly exerciſed in works 
ſo much below them; anſwering Scurrilities. 
It would be reaſonable in any other parallel 
caſe, then be it ſo in this. If it be reaſon» 
able to ſuffer Men to be aſſaulted and wound- 
ed becauſe Surgeons may heal; or Poiſon to 


be adminiſtred, becauſe -Phyſicians may cure z 
or 


* 
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or Firebrahds to be thrown abroad, beg 
ſomebody may quench them; then may ie 
be reaſonable to permit Infidels to propagate 
Irreligion, becauſe the pious Clergy may (if 
perchance they may) ſtop the effect of it, 
In all other caſes of like Nature, wiſe Men 
are uſed to truſt more to early precautions 
than to after remedies. 

I ſhall conclude with Obſerving how this 
Libertine ſect, within a very few years, 
have grown in Aſſurance, and improved in 
Confidence. When the Author of the Grounds, 
&c. firſt publiſhed his piece, he was ſo mo- 
deft as not to claim Toleration or Indulgence 
for Himſelf, or his Followers, directly; He 
knew it would be a groſs affront to our 
Laws and Conſtitution, as well as to Com- 
mon ſenſe ; But being an artful Man, He 
ſhuffles in his Pleas for Liberty under Mr. 
Whiſton's name, in which view they looked 


m- tolerable, becauſe there is much more to be 
er, ſaid for a Man of Conſcience and Integtity, 
no a Miſtaken Believer, than for an Infidel z 
ks and the Pleas for Liberty in one caſe are 
_ much ſtronger: and more rational than in the 
el other. Howe ver, it was not long before the 
* Literal Scheme came abroad, which directly 
1 and with open face claimed a right to op- 
A poſe publickly the Legal Eſtabliſhment, in 
0 behalf even of Infidelity. The ſame demand 
* was purſued in ſome ſmaller Pamphlets, and 
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